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The Reich's Ford Road Bridge is a simple one span pony pratt steel
truss bridge, fifty two feet long and seven feet, ten inches wide
with rivetted connections which was built by the York Bridge Co.,
of York, Pennsylvania in 1905.

According to Polks York City Directory, the York Bridge Company
was in business between 1902 and 1917 and advertised as "Bridge
Builders of Iron and Steel Structural Work."
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The Reich's Ford Road Bridge over Bush Creek is a simple one span pony
pratt steel truss bridge, fifty-two feet eight inches in length and
seven feet ten inches high with rivetted connections. The side railings
on the bridge are badly rusted. The bridge, as indicated by a plaque
placed on the bridge was built by the York Bridge Company in 1905.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Reich's Ford Road Bridge was constructed by the York Bridge Company
of York, Pennsylvania in 1905.

According to Polk's York City Directory, the York Bridge Company was in
business between 1902 and 1917 and advertised as the Bridge Builders of
Iron and Steel Structual Work.

There are over forty iron and steel truss bridges still in existence in
Frederick County, Maryland. But, with increasing development in the area
many of these bridges will be destroyed because of additional tonnage re-
quirements demanded on highway structures.

Iron truss bridges portray an important step in bridge engineering design
and were the most popular form of bridge construction in Frederick County,
Maryland between The 1870's and the 1930's. One of the earliest mentions
of iron bridges in Frederick County is found in The Frederick Examiner
dated September 13, 1854, which states that iron, rather than wood, was
now being used for bridge building and it was hoped that iron bridges
would soon be built in the county. It was not until the 1870's however,
that the county commissioners began using iron truss bridges almost ex-
clusively in county bridge construction. Some of the most popular com-
panies contracted to do the work were the Wrought Iron Bridge Company,
Canton, Ohio; King Iron Bridge and Manufacturing Company, Cleveland, Ohio;
Groton Bridge Manufacturing Company of Groton, New York and the York
Bridge Company of York, Pennsylvania.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
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